
Leo’s Story
The first disabled Boston Terrier I ever met was Missy. 
She was blind and deaf, living at a rescue after her 
caretaker lost their home. Missy didn’t like other dogs so 
I wasn’t able to adopt her, but she inspired me with her 
happiness and resilience. She found a wonderful forever 
home, and her disabilities inspired me to find a 
special-needs Boston Terrier of my own.

Dogs with disabilities are overlooked as adopters see 
disabled animals as needing additional time or attention 
and sadly, younger, better-looking pups often get the 
most applications. When I started my search, I looked 
online, hoping I could provide a home to a dog I knew 
would have a lesser chance of finding a family.

After a short search, my sights were set on Leo Lee Leo 
Le at Boston Terrier Rescue of East Tennessee. He had 
been blinded by a child. His family, instead of taking him 
to the veterinarian, dumped him at an animal control 
facility. Thankfully, BTRET pulled him from the shelter and 
gave him the veterinary care he desperately needed. His 
one eye was removed and the other one, though 
severely damaged, was left intact with the hope that Leo 
Lee would have vision. Unfortunately, He is blind.

At his foster home, Leo Lee was excited to meet me. 
Though he couldn’t see, he launched himself into my lap, 
eager to lick me and be rubbed. 

In the days that followed, Leo Lee (now Wendell) 
acclimated himself to our home. He gently bumped into 
chairs, navigated under the tables, and swapped sniffs 
with our dogs and cats. Within a few days, Wendell was 
entirely comfortable. He was home.

Six years have passed since I adopted Wendell Leo Lee. 
He’s amazed me in his ability to overcome his blindness, 
and I’ve never regretted bringing him into my life.

Blindness
There are misconceptions that come with blind dogs. The 
first thing to know about all dogs is their primary form of 
enjoyment and survival is scent. They use their noses to 
get to know other dogs and people, and use it to 
understand their surroundings. In the wild, they would 
use that sense to detect predators and prey. In our 
domestic dog, they use that sense to smell dinner.

In humans, the part of our brain that is visual is large, 
while the part that involves sense of smell is quite tiny. 
Dogs have a much more complex sense of smell as the 
part of their brain that involves smell is big and you 
guessed it, their vision area is small. So when a dog loses 
his eyesight, from birth, age or a traumatic experience, 
we tend to feel very sorry for them. True, they may 
bumble around a bit, but they will recover. For dogs who 
have recently lost their eye sight, purchasing an       
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“angel halo” collar that gives them a protective barrier can 
help while they memorize their surroundings. Blind dogs 
should be kept on leash in unfamiliar surroundings and 
when without a fence. In a fenced-in area, a newly adopted 
blind dog should be leash walked while he gets his bearings 
on the new terrain.

Deafness
Typically dogs have excellent hearing, but birth defects or 
old age can cause deafness. It’s easy to believe that a deaf 
dog may not be as engaged with her human, but it’s the 
opposite! Though their other senses do not improve as their 
hearing is lost, they do become more dependent on those 
senses. Deaf dogs greatly enjoy their sense of smell and rely 
on visual cues from their owner, making them more alert 
and connected. It’s good for any dog caretaker to associate 
commands with hand signals to reinforce behaviors. Deaf 
dogs can also rely on their doggie counterparts for support. 
If you arrive home, the deaf dog will sense the others 
running to the door to greet you or barking for a treat. They 
can rely on vibration, as well. Ask any deaf dog owner if their 
dog misses a treat time!

Missing Limbs
Unlike humans, animals don’t dwell on missing limbs. Dogs 
with three legs and yes, dogs in wheel chairs, can move and 
maneuver with their unaffected counterparts. We typically 
feel sorry for animals with missing limbs, but their natural 
instinct is to compensate and move on. You’d be surprised 
how quickly a three-legged dog can move! 

In Closing
Our article here won’t extend to other disabilities because 
every dog is different. Some dogs, like Missy, can be both 
blind and deaf. Others have issues like megaesophagus, a 
condition that requires up-right feedings. Some may have 
bladder issues that require diapers or bladder expression, 
often from a traumatic injury. Like people, Bostons come 
with their own unique personalities and issues. 

The most important thing is if you have a question – ask! 
Fosters and rescue representatives will be happy to talk to 
you about a dog’s needs. 

It’s been a wonderful journey with Wendell. Though he’s 
blind, his expressions are limitless – the disbelief when I go 
past the cookie jar and not give him one, the “stink eye” 
when his one-eyed brother (that’s right, we have two 
disabled dogs!), won’t settle down on the sofa, the absolutely 
lit up face when it’s finally time to eat. The disappointed look 
when we don’t poo poo over him to join us on the couch. 
Wendell doesn’t have vision, but he has heart. 

And that’s all you need.

Consider adopting a disabled dog at bostonterriertn.org.

From a BTRET Adopter & Volunteer


